
   
 
 
 

Wild for Monarchs 
Inviting Nature Home 

Lecture and Tour of Natural Yards 
  

Saturday, July 26, Michael Jeffords Lecture 9:00 a.m. 
Natural Yard Tours 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday, July 27, Natural Yard Tours 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Rain, Shine or Drought! 

 
Join Us to Learn How You Can Help Monarchs 
 Saturday, July 26 – 9:00 a.m. 
 Northern Illinois University - Rockford, 8500 E. State Street 
 The lecture is free to Wild Ones members; a $5 donation is requested for others. 
 
Michael R. Jeffords, Ph. D., a retired entomologist 
with the Illinois Natural History Survey will speak on 
Surrounding Yourself with Nature: Strategies 
for the Home Landscape. His program will be 
illustrated with beautiful photos of insects and native 
plants found in natural areas in Illinois and the oyamel 
fir forests of central Mexico. 
 
Dr. Jeffords is co-author with his wife, Susan Post, of a 
new book, Exploring Nature in Illinois: A Field 
Guide to the Prairie State. Copies of the book will be 
available for purchase at the lecture.  
 

Free Tours of Natural Yards  
(See details inside) 
 Saturday, July 26 – 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 Sunday, July 27 – 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 
See how you can include native plants in your own garden, school or church to attract butterflies and birds. 
Each yard and public space features activities for families along with information about ways you can help 
Monarch butterflies by planting milkweeds and local sources where you may buy native plants. 
Free Milkweed Plant For Each Family While Supplies Last. 

 
 

 

Michael R. Jeffords, Ph.D. 
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Inviting Nature Home 
Tour of Natural Yards 

Different hands-on activities or displays at all sites 
Rain, Shine or Drought! 

 

 Suggested driving route:  
 Begin at NIU Rockford, 8500 E. State St. 
 
1.  7777 Shaw Rd., Belvidere IL 61008 
 Turn left/east on East State. Turn 

right/south on Shaw Rd/ continue for ½ 
mile, on the left/east side of Shaw Rd. 

 
 Three acres of woodland surround the 

home. Another acre is prairie/oak savanna. 
Prairie that was planted 20 years ago 
contrasts with areas in the process of 
restoration, giving us a vision of how the 
plantings change over time as the owners 
have worked to reduce invasive species and 
planted more native areas. 

 
2. 9293 Easton View Ct., Rockford IL 

61107 
 Go north on Shaw Road across East State. Turn left/west on Squaw Prairie Road/Rote Road. Turn left/south on 

Easton View Lane, turn right/south on Easton View Court. 
 
 This five acre property has a prairie restoration that was developed in 1976 by one of the local pioneers of natural 

landscaping. The current owners have continued the stewardship and also keep bees that feed on the nectar and 
pollen of the native plants to make honey. 

 
3. Midway Village Museum, 6799 Guilford 

Rd., Rockford, IL 61107 
 Return to Easton View Lane and turn left/west. 

Turn left/west on Rote Road. Turn left/south on 
Perryville Rd. Turn right/west on Guilford Road. 

 
 Visit two sites of native plantings. Along a stream 

that formerly was lined with nothing but invasive 
reed canary grass, volunteers have planted native 
wildflowers and sedges – bringing diversity back 
to the stream. A second site is the Native Heritage 
Gardens, a collaboration of several groups 
showcasing woodland, savanna, prairie and 
wetland systems. 
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4. 3218 Redhawk Trail, Rockford, IL 61109 
 Free Milkweed Plant for each family while supplies last. 
 Drive west on Guilford Rd. Turn left/south on Mulford Rd. Turn right/west on Blackhawk Rd. Turn right/north 

on Bow Trail. Turn left/west on Redhawk Trail.  
 
 Wildflowers in a swale alongside the street slow water runoff. Woodland, savanna and prairie landscaping has 

reduced mowed lawn by half and provides habitat for pollinators and other wildlife. This diversity of plants is 
colorful from late spring to late fall. A greenhouse is used for growing both native plants and vegetables. 

 
5. 3038 Bildahl St., Rockford, IL 61109 
 Continue west on Redhawk Trail and turn left/south on Moosehorn Lane. Turn right/west on Blackhawk Rd. 

Turn right/north on Route 251/11th Street. Turn left/west on Sandy Hollow Rd. Turn right/north on Bildahl St. 
 
 Monarch butterflies are raised here by collecting larva from the different native species of milkweed plants in 

this incredibly diverse urban yard. Eight in ten caterpillars survive to be released as adult butterflies, far 
outpacing the one in ten natural rate. 

 
6. 4411 Dorset Dr., Rockford IL  61114   
 Drive north on Bildahl St. Turn right/east on Brooke Rd. Turn left/north on Route 251/11th Street. Turn 

right/east on Harrison. Turn left/north on Alpine Rd. Turn left/west on Dorset Drive. 
 
 This property is being transformed into a native plant oasis. The terrain slopes towards a low wet spot with wet 

to medium prairie, then climbs to medium to dry savanna, and to medium to dry woodland. Very little lawn 
remains and most of this is planted with no-mow grass. 

 
7. 720 N. Center St., Rockton, IL 61072 
 Free Milkweed Plant for each family while supplies 

last. 
 Return to Alpine and turn right/south. Turn right/west on 

Spring Creek Rd. Cross over the Rock River and the road 
becomes Auburn St. Turn right/north on Route 2/Main St. 
(roundabout). Turn left/west on Rockton Rd/Union St. Turn 
right/north on Center St. 

 
 Prairie, savanna and woodland plantings frame a unique view 

of the Rock River and the Rockton dam. There are 
approximately 150 species of native plants in this yard. 
“Green screening” is accomplished with seven different 
species of native vines along one side of the property. 

 
8. NorthPointe, 5605 Rockton Rd., Roscoe, IL 61073 

Return south on Center St to Union St/Rockton Rd. Turn 
right into NorthPointe and proceed to the area with the tent. 

 
 The varied topography of the land provides different habitats and has been planted with native species adapted 

to those areas. Natural landscaping in this commercial setting provides a glimpse into how the large expanses of 
prairie looked 180 years ago, before the first European settlers arrived. 

 
9. 14197 White School Rd., South Beloit, IL 61080 
 Return to Rockton Rd. turning right/east on Rockton Rd. Turn left/north on White School Rd. 
 
 Pasture land for horses is complemented by the showy prairie plants before it. Experience a variety of colors, 

smells and textures in this landscape that also includes woodland plantings and a small wetland. 
 



 
 

     Saving the Monarchs 
 
The Wild Ones Rock River Valley Chapter is celebrating its 20th anniversary with a lecture about 
making your own yard attractive to butterflies, and two days of tours of private yards and public landscapes 
featuring native wildflowers and other plants that the casual gardener can plant to attract birds and beneficial 
insects, including Monarch Butterflies. 
 
Monarch butterflies, the official insect of seven states including Illinois, are in serious trouble due to loss of 
habitat in wintering areas in central Mexico, pesticides, and a dramatic decline in native milkweeds. Monarch 
caterpillars require milkweeds to grow and develop into butterflies.   
 
In addition to the important role that milkweeds play in the lives of monarchs, they are valuable nectar sources 
for bees and other butterflies. Enhancing monarch habitat along roads and highways, in yards and parks, and 
in natural habitats will benefit many important pollinators. 
 
Monarchs migrate from their summer breeding habitat in the eastern U.S. and southern Canada an astonishing 
3,000 miles to overwintering grounds in the mountains of central Mexico.  One of nature’s most spectacular 
events, the monarch migration is endangered in North America.  
  
Wild Ones is a partner in the Monarch Joint Venture, a partnership of federal and state agencies, 
scientists, and private conservation groups, who are working together to protect the monarch migration across 
the United States, Canada and Mexico.  
 
For information about the Monarch Joint Venture 
www.monarchjointventure.org  
612-624-8706 
 

A Special Thank You to Our Sponsors: 
 University of Illinois Extension Office for Jo Daviess, Stephenson, and Winnebago Counties  
  web.extension.illinois.edu/jsw 
 Taylor Creek Restoration Nurseries in Brodhead, WI 
  www.restorationnurseries.com 
 Wild Ones Rock River Valley Chapter 

 www.wildonesrrvc.org 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Join Us! 
Wild Ones promotes the use of native plants for environmentally sound landscapes. Visit our website for 
information about monthly programs, Show Me/Help Me yard tours and membership: www.wildonesrrvc.org. 


